chap. 9. Allegiance and Nationality	195
for the acquisition and loss of Canadian, as distinct from British,
citizenship; it also enacted that all Canadian citizens were British
subjects and that all persons who were British subjects by the law
of any other part of the Commonwealth should be recognised as
British subjects in Canada.
These principles of separate citizenship for each State of the Com- Act of 1948.
monwealth and mutual recognition of that qualification for the
status of British subject or Commonwealth citizen—the terms have
the same meaning in law—are accepted by the British Nationality
Act, 1948.1 We are not here concerned with the current law of other
Commonwealth States or with the special position of a national of
the Republic of Ireland who enjoys the status of a British subject
within the United Kingdom and the Colonies.2 The Act accordingly
provided that after 1948 citizenship of the United Kingdom and
Colonies should describe the qualification for British nationality of
those nationals whose status was determined by the legislature of the
United Kingdom Parliament, i.e. nationals of the United Kingdom,
the Channel Islands, the Isle of Man and of all the Colonies, as
distinct from the other States of the Commonwealth and of Southern
Rhodesia which enjoys legislative independence for this as for other
purposes.
The Act repeals all the nationality provisions of the Act of
1914-43 and, unlike that Act, determines the status of all persons
alive at the date of its coming into operation. But, except for some
important changes with regard to married women, the qualifications
for citizenship of the United Kingdom and Colonies closely resemble
those laid down for the common status of British subjects by the
previous Act.
These qualifications are—	Qualifi-
1.	Birth in the United Kingdom or the Colonies, with exceptions cations for
in the case of children born (a) to non-citizen fathers who are in
enjoyment of diplomatic immunity from suit and legal process;
(b) to enemy alien fathers where the birth occurred in a place under
occupation by the enemy (s. 4).
2.	Descent.   This qualification safeguards the citizenship of a
person born abroad whose father is a citizen of the United Kingdom
and Colonies at the time of the birth.
There are certain provisions which apply where the father himself
acquired citizenship by descent; these limit citizenship to the child
in those cases where
(a) the child is born or his father was born in a protectorate,
protected state, mandated territory or trust territory or any
1 Cmd. 7326 (1948) gives a summary of the main changes which were sub-
sequently enacted.
» British Nationality Act, 1948, s. 3 (2); Ireland Act, 1949, s. 2 (1).

